REJOINDER

An article was published in Dainik Bhasker dated 13" January 2024, in the article, “Where does the
stolen radioactive equipment, for the past two decades go? Agencies are unable to find them ™ Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board is mentioned in three contexts:

d)

€)
f)

“AERB sources said that there has been no year in the last two decades when equipment is not
stolen”

“In the country, 1 lakh facilities have more than 12 lakh radiation equipment”

“AERB regulates radiological equipment but this work is difficult as AERB grants on an
average of 30,000 approvals each year. Physical verification of these equipment is difficult for
AERB”

Atomic Energy Regulatory Board would like to clarify the following

)

2)

3)

4)

AERB does not conform to your observation that in the last two decades equipment are stolen
every year. It is not clear what the “AERB sources” are. It is true that equipment containing
radioactive material are occasionally stolen by miscreants. However, these equipment contain
radioactive material which are Category IV and V, as categorised by the International Atomic
Energy Agency, IAEA, i.e. they pose very low risk and are highly unlikely to cause any health
effects. Also, the miscreants steal the radiation equipment for heavy shielding metal as it
appears lucrative for its scrap value and are generally not aware of presence of radioactive
material inside.

It is mentioned that ‘In the country, 1 lakh facilities have more than 12 lakh radiation
equipment’. This information is not correct. The number of radiation equipment licensed by
AERB are available in the link
https://www.aerb.gov.in/images/PDF/Annual report/ar2020/File%20n0.%2011.pdf. The

same can be referred to for updates.

In continuation with Point no. 2, AERB issues more than 30,000 approvals each year but all are
not towards operation of radioactive equipment containing radioactive material. The details of
the approvals issued thus far and monthly approvals issued is available in the link
https://elora.aerb.gov.in/ELORA/IIMStatistics Action.htm. Radiation equipment consists either
devices containing radioactive material or devices that generate radiation, like X-rays. The
second type of equipment need electricity and do not pose any hazard when they are switched
off. Such equipment constitute the largest number of radiation equipment in use today.

Of the facilities that use radioactive material, 80% of them are Category IV and V. Very few
facilities use radiation equipment that use high hazard radioactive material (designated category
[ and II by IAEA and pose a health hazard). Such equipment have in place very stringent
licensing and oversight mechanisms in line with “regulation-as-per-the-risk-posed” motto. The
oversight mechanism includes periodic physical regulatory inspections and review of safety
status reports submitted by user.

Annexuresl
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